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DETAILED ACTION 

1. Claims 1-42 are subject to examination. Claims 5 and 40-42 are cancelled. 

Continued Examination Under 37 CFR 1.114 

2. A request for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, including the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e), was filed in this application after final rejection. Since this 
application is eligible for continued examination under 37 CFR 1.114, and the fee set 
forth in 37 CFR 1.17(e) has been timely paid, the finality of the previous Office action 
has been withdrawn pursuant to 37 CFR 1.114. Applicant's submission filed on 
10/18/2006 has been entered. 

Response to Arguments 

3. Applicant's arguments filed 10/18/2006 have been fully considered but they are 
not persuasive for the following reasons: 

Applicant's response: 

"The above referenced limitations are not taught or suggested by 
Simmons. As such, Applicant believes currently amended claim 1, and the claims 
that depend from it, are in condition for allowance and respectfully requests they be 
passed to allowance." 
Examiner's response: 

Simmons teaches at col. 7, line 65-col. 8, line 5, "Access control in the network 
access system of the present invention is provided by authentication system 205. 
Authentication system 205 verifies that all users accessing the network access system 
105 are authorized to do so. Authentication system 205 may include log-in prompting, 
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encryption, decryption, and digital signature authentication functions." Thus, Simmons 
teaches "Accessing, by a redirecting device, only subscriber upstream traffic to 
a destination site requested by the subscriber; 

Simmons teaches at Fig. 2, element 201, bulletin server (the consolidating and 
management device) is a separate device than the redirecting device (Fig. 2, elements 
205, 205, 207 and 208). Please note that Fig. 2, depicts "Network Access System' with 
separate devices, wherein "Access control in the network access system of the present 
invention is provided by authentication system 205.", as stated in col. 7, line 65-67. Also 
as stated in col. 5, line 14-30, "In one embodiment of the present invention, the bulletin 
delivery function is implemented by a bulletin server incorporated into a network access 
system. The bulletin server operates by monitoring information being relayed to 
external computers, by determining whether a bulletin is to be sent with each piece of 
information being relayed, and, when required, by selecting a bulletin to be sent with, 
and by attaching (if necessary) the selected bulletin to, the piece of information being 
relayed by the network access system. Once the bulletin server has determined that no 
bulletin is to be sent with the piece of information being relayed by the network access 
system, or the bulletin server has selected and attached (if necessary) a bulletin to the 
piece of information being relayed by the network access system, the network access 
system then delivers the information and the bulletin (if to be sent) from the remote 
information server to the external computer." Thus, although bulletin server is 
incorporated into a network access system, it is a separate device, since "The bulletin 
server operates by monitoring information being relayed to external computers, by 
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determining whether a bulletin is to be sent with each piece of information being 
relayed, and, when required, by selecting a bulletin to be sent with, and by attaching (if 
necessary) the selected bulletin to, the piece of information being relayed by the 
network access system." 

Thus, Simmons teaches "Providing, by the redirecting device, the unique 
subscriber identification to a consolidating and management device, wherein the 
consolidating and management device is separate from the redirecting device :". 

Simmons teaches Simmons teaches at col. 10, line 37-col. .11, line 4, "FIGS. 5a 
and 5b illustrate an embodiment of a method of the present invention in which bulletins 
may be sent to an external computer based upon the passing of a time interval in 
addition to being sent with requested information. As shown, blocks 501, 503-506, and 
508-510, and tests 502 and 507 perform identical functions to those provided by blocks 
401, 403-406, and 408-410, and tests 402 and 407 as described in connection with FIG. 
4. Upon the relaying of information and possibly a bulletin at block 510, under this 
method a timer is started at block 51 1. This timer determines the amount of time that 
passes between consecutive information relays from the network access system to an 
external computer. At test 512, the bulletin server determines whether the external 
computer has requested information from a remote information server. If a reguest has 
been issued, the method returns to block 502 to handle the reouest. If no information 
has been requested by the external computer at test 512, the bulletin server determines 
whether the timer has exceeded a given time interval at test 513. If it is determined at 
test 513 that the timer has not exceeded the given time interval, the bulletin server loops 
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back to test 512 to check once again to see if the external computer has requested 
information from a remote information server. If it is determined at test 513 that the 
timer has exceeded the given time interval, the bulletin server creates a null information 
packet to be transmitted to the external computer at block 514. This packet is created 
to maintain communication protocol with the external computer and may be omitted 
where the communication protocol between the network access system and the 
external computer does not require it. At block 515, the bulletin server selects a bulletin 
to be sent to the external computer. Once a bulletin has been selected, the bulletin 
server then attaches the selected bulletin to the null information (when present) and 
relays the null information and bulletin to the external computer at blocks 516 and 517." 

Simon teaches at col. 11, line 11-15, "The external computer may receive 
relayed information only, relayed information and attached bulletins, null information and 
attached bulletins, or bulletins only (in embodiments of the invention where bulletins can 
be sent without attached information)." Thus, the information is relayed and not 
forwarded by the redirecting device (Fig.2, elements 205, 205, 207 and 208). 

Thus, as stated above, Simmons teaches "If the bulletin message for the 
subscriber is not desired, allowing, by the redirecting device, a direct connection 
from the subscriber to the destination site to proceed normally, and sending, only 
by the destination site, downstream web traffic to the subscriber without forwarding 
the downstream web traffic by the redirecting device;". 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 
4. The following is a quotation of the first paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 1 1 2: 
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The specification shall contain a written description of the invention, and of the manner and process of 
making and using it, in such full, clear, concise, and exact terms as to enable any person skilled in the 
art to which it pertains, or with which it is most nearly connected, to make and use the same and shall 
set forth the best mode contemplated by the inventor of carrying out his invention. 

5. Claims 1-4 and 6-39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, first paragraph, as failing 
to comply with the written description requirement. The claim(s) contains subject matter, 
which was not described in the specification of this application under examination in 
such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant art to use and/or 
make the invention. 

6. The specification of this application under examination does not contain subject 
matter to implement limitations, " a direct connection from the subscriber to the 
destination site to proceed normally, and sending, only by the destination site, 
downstream web traffic to the subscriber without forwarding the downstream web 
traffic by the redirecting device; ", as cited in Claim 1. Examiner has reviewed the 
specification of this application under examination and could not find support for the 
additional limitations as claimed. 

Examiner is interpreting this limitation as "without affecting the downstream web 
traffic, that is unmodified" for the purpose of this office action as the downstream traffic 
is defined as being " sending, only by the destination site." 
Referring to claims 2-4 and 6-39, 

Claims 2-4 and 6-39 are rejected for the reasons set forth for claim 1 as above, because 
of their dependency on claim 1 . 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,674 Page 7 

Art Unit: 2154 

Referring to claim 37, 

Claim 37 recites " subscribers that are utilizing more than one simultaneous 
device per subscription." Examiner is unable to understand "simultaneous device". 
Examiner is interpreting this limitation as subscriber utilizing multiple devices. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

7. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the Invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

8. Claims 1-4, 6-21 and 23-26 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) as being 
anticipated by Simmons (US 5, 974, 451). 

Referring to claim 1, 

Simmons teaches a method for communicating real-time to subscribers of an 
Internet Service Provider (ISP) (Fig. 2, col. 7, line 66-col. 8, line 5, ""Access control in 
the network access system of the present invention is provided by authentication 
system 205. Authentication system 205 verifies that all users accessing the network 
access system 105 are authorized t o do so. Authentication system 205 may include 
log-in prompting, encryption, decryption, and digital signature authentication 
functions."), comprising the steps of: 

a. Accessing, by a redirecting device, only subscriber upstream web traffic to 
a destination site requested by the subscriber; (col. 5, line 8-13, "In addition to delivering 
bulletins with information being relayed by the network access systems, in preferred 
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embodiments of the present invention, the network access systems also determine 
whether bulletins are to be delivered and which bulletins are to be delivered to the 
external computers. ", and line 30-47, col. 10, line 37-col. . 11, line 4, " If a request has 
been issued, the method returns to block 502 to handle the request." ) 

b. Identifying, by the redirecting device, the subscriber to provide a unique 
subscriber identification based on the accessed subscriber upstream traffic (col. 4, line 
14-18, "Third, the network access system can always identify the users of the network 
access system with absolute certainty since the users are required to provide verifiable 
log-in information when initially accessing the network access system."); 

c. Providing, by the redirecting device, the unique subscriber identifier to a 
consolidating and management device, wherein the consolidating and management 
device is separate from the redirecting device : (col. 5, line 30-47, col. 8, line 36-44, 
"Bulletin server 201 may further provide a user database from which the selection logic 
can retrieve information on the users accessing the network access system." Simmons 
teaches at Fig. 2, element 201, bulletin server (the consolidating and management 
device) is a separate device than the redirecting device (Fig. 2, elements 205, 205, 207 
and 208). Please note that Fig. 2, depicts "Network Access System' with separate 
devices, wherein "Access control in the network access system of the present invention 
is provided by authentication system 205.", as stated in col. 7, line 65-67. Also as stated 
in col. 5, line 14-30, "In one embodiment of the present invention, the bulletin delivery 
function is implemented by a bulletin server incorporated into a network access system. 
The bulletin server operates by monitoring information being relayed to external 
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computers, by determining whether a bulletin is to be sent with each piece of 
information being relayed, and, when required, by selecting a bulletin to be sent with, 
and by attaching (if necessary) the selected bulletin to, the piece of information being 
relayed by the network access system. Once the bulletin server has determined that no 
bulletin is to be sent with the piece of information being relayed by the network access 
system, or the bulletin server has selected arid attached (if necessary) a bulletin to the 
piece of information being relayed by the network access system, the network access 
system then delivers the information and the bulletin (if to be sent) from the remote 
information server to the external computer." Thus, although bulletin server is 
incorporated into a network access system, it is a separate device, since "The bulletin 
server operates by monitoring information being relayed to external computers, by 
determining whether a bulletin is to be sent with each piece of information being 
relayed, and, when required, by selecting a bulletin to be sent with, and by attaching (if 
necessary) the selected bulletin to, the piece of information being relayed by the 
network access system." ) 

d. . Determining, by the consolidating and management device, the subscriber 
associated with the unique subscriber identification (col. 5, line 30-47, col. 8, line 36-44, 
"Bulletin server 201 may further provide a user database from which the selection logic 
can retrieve information on the users accessing the network access system."), and if a 
bulletin message for the subscriber is desired, sending policy information to the 
redirecting device, wherein the policy information includes at least one of: time of 
delivery, frequency, triggering activity, an associated web page to be delivered or other 
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content to be delivered (col. 4, line 4-8, col. 3, line 47-67, col. 5, line 30-47,col. 6, line 
15-58," In other embodiments of the present invention, a bulletin may be sent as 
separate data along with a piece of information passing through the network access 
system rather than attaching the bulletin directly to the information, for example, where 
information is being sent as a bitmap or text file, a bulletin could be sent as an additional 
bitmap, text, or other type of file."); and 

e. If bulletin message for the subscriber is not desired, allowing, by the 
redirecting device, a direct connection from the subscriber to the destination site to 
proceed normally, and sending, only by the destination site, downstream web traffic to 
the subscriber without forwarding the downstream web traffic by the redirecting device; 
(col. 3, line 64-67, Simmons teaches Simmons teaches at col. 10, line 37-col. .11, line 
4, "FIGS. 5a and 5b illustrate an embodiment of a method of the present invention in 
which bulletins may be sent to an external computer based upon the passing of a time 
interval in addition to being sent with requested information. As shown, blocks 501, 
503-506, and 508-510, and tests 502 and 507 perform identical functions to those 
provided by blocks 401, 403-406, and 408-410, and tests 402 and 407 as described in 
connection with FIG. 4. Upon the relaying of information and possibly a bulletin at block 
510, under this method a timer is started at block 511. This timer determines the 
amount of time that passes between consecutive information relays from the network 
access system to an external computer. At test 512, the bulletin server determines 
whether the external computer has requested information from a remote information 
server. If a request has been issued, the method returns to block 502 to handle the 
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request. If no information has been requested by the external computer at test 512, the 
bulletin server determines whether the timer has exceeded a given time interval at test 
513. If it is determined at test 513 that the timer has not exceeded the given time 
interval, the bulletin server loops back to test 512 to check once again to see if the 
external computer has requested information from a remote information server. If it is 
determined at test 513 that the timer has exceeded the given time interval, the bulletin 
server creates a null information packet to be transmitted to the external computer at 
block 514. This packet is created to maintain communication protocol with the external 
computer and may be omitted where the communication protocol between the network 
access system and the external computer does not require it. At block 515, the bulletin 
server selects a bulletin to be sent to the external computer. Once a bulletin has been 
selected, the bulletin server then attaches the selected bulletin to the null information 
(when present) and relays the null information and bulletin to the external computer at 
blocks 516 and 517." Simon teaches at col. 11, line 11-15, "The external computer may 
receive relayed information only, relayed information and attached bulletins, null 
information and attached bulletins, or bulletins only (in embodiments of the invention 
where bulletins can be sent without attached information)." Thus, the information is 
relayed and not forwarded by the redirecting device (Fig. 2, elements 205, 205, 207 and 
208)). 

f. If the bulletin message for the subscriber is desired, examining, by the 
redirecting device, the accessed upstream traffic to determine if it is possible to send a 
redirection, wherein the examining occurs without modifying the accessed upstream 
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traffic; (col. 5, line 8-13, "In addition to delivering bulletins with information being relayed 
by the network access systems, in preferred embodiments of the present invention, the 
network access systems also determine whether bulletins are to be delivered and which 
bulletins are to be delivered to the external computers. ", and line 30-47) and 

g. Based on the policy information, sending to the subscriber by the 
redirecting device, the redirection for a different destination site. (col. 5, line 4-8, "The 
bulletin delivery function operates by sending bulletins along with information being 
relayed by the network access systems from the remote information servers to the 
external computers.") 
Referring to claim 2, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the bulletin message vehicle is 
an area within a window on the subscriber PC's browser, (col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 3, 
"These displays of the bulletins and information could be presented through the 
execution of World Wide Web browsers (such as Netscape Navigator available from 
Netscape Communications Corporation and Internet Explorer available from Microsoft 
Corporation)"). 
Referring to claim 3, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the bulletin message vehicle is 
a prompt provided on the subscriber PC. (col. 6, line 33-38, "As another example, the 
bulletin and the information may be displayed as part of separate images by first 
displaying the bulletin, and then displaying the requested information after the user has 
responded to the displayed bulletin or a predetermined time period has passed.") 
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Referring to claim 4, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the subscriber is a customer 
identification comprising at least one of an account number, modem MAC address or 
serial number, or other fixed identifier, (col. 4, line 14-18, "Third, the network access 
system can always identify the users of the network access system with absolute 
certainty since the users are required to provide verifiable log-in information (other fixed 
identifier) when initially accessing the network access system."). 
Referring to claim 6, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the subscriber is identified to 
belong to a defined group of subscribers and wherein the bulletin message is selectively 
sent to a pre-selected subscriber group, (col. 4, line 1-13, col. 5, line 41-44, "For 
example, the bulletin server may be configured to send bulletins with pieces of 
information destined for a first set of users and not send bulletins with pieces of 
information destined for a second set of users. In such a configuration, only those 
pieces of information destined for the first set of users would be determined as being 
accompanied by a bulletin.") 
Referring to claim 7, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the examining step further 
includes working through Web browsers irrespective of the World Wide Web destination 
sought by the subscriber (col. 4, line 4-8, col. 5, line 30-47, col. 6, line 59-col. 7, line 3, 
"These displays of the bulletins and information could be presented through the 
execution of World Wide Web browsers (such as Netscape Navigator available from 
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Netscape Communications Corporation and Internet Explorer available from Microsoft 

Corporation)"). 

Referring to claim 8, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 7, further including the step of returning 
the subscriber to the original World Wide Web destination after the bulletin message 
has been transmitted, (col. 6, line 33-38, "As another example, the bulletin and the 
information may be displayed as part of separate images by first displaying the bulletin, 
and then displaying the requested information after the user has responded to the 
displayed bulletin or a predetermined time period has passed.") 
Referring to claim 9, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the examining step is further 
adapted for working with multiple types of content.(col. 5, line 30-47, "Once again, the 
bulletin server looks at data such as the content, format, and destination of the piece of 
information and other data stored in the bulletin server (e.g., user's address, age, 
gender, occupation, race, income, ethnicity, national origin, religion, education level, 
personal interests, etc., or user's profile data) to determine which bulletin to select.") 
Referring to claims 10 and 11, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1, wherein the examining step is 
performed by a hardware device that can be simply connected at various points, in 
plurality, in a provider infrastructure. (Fig. 2, elements 201, 204-208), and the method of 
claim 10, further including a plurality of said hardware devices, (col. 8, line 24-50, Fig. 2, 
elements 201,204.208). 
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Referring to claim 12, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 10, further including the step of providing 
optional fail-safe operation of each device such that failure does not disrupt other 
normal browsing and Internet activity of the subscriber but results only in an interruption 
of bulletin message delivery. (Fig. 2, col. 3, line 63-67, col. 11, line 11-15, "The external 
computer may receive relayed information only, relayed information and attached 
bulletins, null information and attached bulletins, or bulletins only (in embodiments of the 
invention where bulletins can be sent without attached information).", Bulletin Server is 
inherently designed, placed and providing functionality to not to interfere other normal 
browsing and Internet activity of the subscriber but results only in an interruption of 
bulletin message delivery if failed.) 
Referring to claims 13 and 14, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein examining step is provided by 
a software system installed on a computer system that is connected at various points, 
singly or in plurality, in a provider infrastructure, and The method of claim13, further 
including a plurality of hardware devices, each including one of said software system, 
(col. 8, line 24-50, Fig. 2, element 201, 204-208, col. 8, line 24-50, col. 7, line 65-col. 8, 
line 5). 

Referring to claim 15, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 13, further including the step of providing 
optional fail-safe operation of each device such that failure does not disrupt other 
normal browsing and Internet activity of the subscriber but results only in an interruption 
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of bulletin message delivery. (Fig. 2, col. 3, line 63-67, col. 11, line 11-15, "The external 
computer may receive relayed information only, relayed information and attached 
bulletins, null information and attached bulletins, or bulletins only (in embodiments of the 
invention where bulletins can be sent without attached information).", Bulletin Server is 
inherently designed, placed and providing functionality to not to interfere other normal 
browsing and Internet activity of the subscriber but results only in an interruption of 
bulletin delivery if failed.) 
Referring to claims 16, 17 and 18, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1 , further including the step of defining a 
specific policy for controlling selective transmission of bulletin messages to the 
subscriber, (col. 5, line 34-41, "user's profile data"), and the method of claim 16, further 
including the step of defining a policy that includes a Web URL or other page 
information (col. 6, line 15-58," In other embodiments of the present invention, a bulletin 
may be sent as separate data along with a piece of information passing through the 
network access system rather than attaching the bulletin directly to the information, for 
example, where information is being sent as a bitmap or text file, a bulletin could be 
sent as an additional bitmap, text, or other type of file."), and the method of claim 16, 
further including the step of defining a policy that includes timing and frequency of 
delivery, (col. 9, line 39-54, col. 10, line 37-col. 11, line 4, "This timer determines the 
amount of time that passes between consecutive information relays from the network 
access system to an external computer. At test 512, the bulletin server determines 
whether the external computer has requested information from a remote information 
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server. If a request has been issued, the method returns to block 502 to handle the 
request/' ). 

Referring to claim 19, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 16, further including the step of defining a 
policy for activating the redirecting device to deliver a message in response to a 
selected subscriber activity, (col. 9, line 39-54, col. 10, line 37-col. 11, line 4, ""This 
timer determines the amount of time that passes between consecutive information 
relays from the network access system to an external computer. At test 512, the 
bulletin server determines whether the external computer has requested information 
from a remote information server. If a request has been issued, the method returns to 
block 502 to handle the request."). 
Referring to claims 20 and 21 , 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 19, wherein the activity comprises a 
defined destination, and the method of claim 19, wherein the activity comprises an 
amount of activity by the subscriber, (col. 9, line 39-54, col. 10, line 37-col. 11, line 4, 
""This timer determines the amount of time that passes between consecutive 
information relays from the network access system to an external computer. At test 
512, the bulletin server determines whether the external computer has requested 
information from a remote information server . If a request has been issued, the method 
returns to block 502 to handle the request.") 
Referring to claims 23 and 24, 
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Simmons teaches the method of claim 1 , further including the step of generating 
a plurality of independently designated policies to be delivered correctly to the 
subscriber even if some policy events invoke in simultaneity (col. 5, line 41-47, "For 
example, the bulletin server may be configured to send bulletins with pieces of 
information destined for a first set of users and not send bulletins with pieces of 
information destined for a second set of users. In such a configuration, only those 
pieces of information destined for the first set of users would be determined as being 
accompanied by a bulletin.", col.11, line 11-15 , " The external computer may receive 
relayed information only, relayed information and attached bulletins, null information and 
attached bulletins, or bulletins only (in embodiments of the invention where bulletins can 
be sent without attached information). Thus, Simmons clearly teaches "generating a 
plurality of independently designated policies to be delivered correctly to the subscriber 
even if some policy events invoke in simultaneity."), and the method of claim 23, 
wherein the examining step includes an ability to acquire the knowledge of the policies 
(col. 9, line 39-54, , "predetermined factors such as the time since the last bulletin was 
attached or the number of times information has been relayed since the last bulletin was 
attached. ")and the identifier when a Web or other request is detected with only an 
identifying IP address, (col. 9, line 39-54, "user's address"). 
Referring to claim 25, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 24, wherein the examining step is further 
adapted for minimizing the overhead of acquiring subscriber parameters through 
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caching of the subscriber information that for a determined portion of the time. (col. 8, 
line 66 through col. 9, line 54, col. 3, line 10-15). 
Referring to claim 26, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 1 , wherein the examining step is further 
adapted for use in connection with the consolidating and management device 
management device for permitting a group of redirecting devices to be viewed by the 
provider as a single system. (Fig. 2, col. 5, line 4-8, "The bulletin delivery function 
operates by sending bulletins along with information being relayed by the network 
access systems from the remote information servers to the external computers.") 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

9. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all • 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

10. Claims 22, 27-34 and 39 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Simmons (US 5, 974, 451) in view of Castell et al. (hereinafter 
Castell)(US 2002/0132607 A1). 

Referring to claim 22, 

Keeping in mind Simmons teachings as stated above, Simmons fails to teach 
method of claim 19, wherein the activity comprises a request carrying a signature of 
virus contamination. 
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Castell teaches wherein the activity comprises a request carrying the signature of 
virus contaminatjon. (Abstract, "message detector", para. [0046], "unsolicited message 
coming from the virus itself ", [0047], "all points bulletin (APB) generator to prevent the 
spread of unsolicited messages") 

Therefore it would have been an obvious to one of an ordinary skill in art, having 
the teachings of Simmons and Castell in front of him at the time of invention was made, 
to provide and enhance Simmon's Bulletin server with Castell's message detector and 
an all points bulletin (APB) generator such that the message detector applies predefined 
filtering rules to identify and act upon unsolicited email messages to reduce the total 
number of transmissions in the wireless communication system. The APB generator 
allows messages to be sent to wireless mobile communication devices through direct 
wireless messages instead of through email messages. 
Referring to claims 27 and 28, 

Keeping in mind Simmons teachings as stated above, Simmons fails to teach the 
method of claim 1 , wherein the identifying step uses an enforced delivery of a Web 
page to be used in a distribution and subscription of new subscribers without prior 
knowledge of serial numbers associated with the new subscriber's interface equipment 
and without requiring the subscriber to utilize special software and the method of claim 
27, further comprising the step of using the enforced delivery of a Web page to reduce a 
volume of telephone support requests by an enforced pre-announcement of known, 
future system outages due to scheduled maintenance. 
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Castell teaches the claimed elements in [0047] Instead, an all points bulletin via 
direct wireless messaging makes use of wireless messaging infrastructure in order to 
communicate a message to all of the mobile devices configured for operation in 
conjunction with a wireless server." (without requiring the subscriber to utilize special 
software), and (para. [0049], "Although this particular embodiment illustrates manual 
operation generation of APB message 608, automated APB messages can be 
generated, for example for advertising purposes (uses an enforced delivery of a Web 
page to be used in a distribution) In further alternate embodiments, a periodic APB can 
instruct all users on enabling further services in deployments where a mobile device is 
only enabled for direct wireless messaging. Additionally, direct wireless APB generator 
500 can provide a means to send an announcement with instructions on obtaining an 
email address to new users of a wireless messaging device (subscription of new 
subscribers without prior knowledge of serial numbers associated with the new 
subscriber's interface equipment), and [0053]), "For example, once an unsolicited 
message is identified by message detector 200, an automatic APB message can be 
generated by APB generator 500 to notify and warn an intended recipient user (using 
the enforced delivery of a Web page), or all users, about the unsolicited message. 
Furthermore, global filter rules can be automatically created by the wireless congestion 
reduction system by updating its database with a "black-list" of known unsolicited 
messages or unsolicited message senders. Further aspects of the wireless congestion 
reduction system that can similarly be automated to further ease use of the system , 
(reduce a volume of telephone support requests by an enforced pre-announcement of 
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known, future system outages due to scheduled maintenance", note: the system is 
automated.) 

Therefore it would have been an obvious to one of an ordinary skill in art, having 
the teachings of Simmons and Castell in front of him at the time of invention was made, 
to provide and enhance Simmon's Bulletin server with Castell's a message detector and 
an all points bulletin (APB) generator such that once an unsolicited message is 
identified by message detector, an automatic APB message can be generated by APB 
generator to notify and warn an intended recipient user, or all users, about the 
unsolicited message. Furthermore, global filter rules can be automatically created by 
the wireless congestion reduction system by updating its database with a "black-list" of 
known unsolicited messages or unsolicited message senders. 
Referring to claims 29, 30, 31, 32 and 33, 

Keeping in mind Simmons teachings as stated above, Simmons fails to teach the 
method of claim 27, further comprising the step of using the identifier for detection of 
"signature" forms of Internet packets that indicate a presence of undesirable Content, 
and the method of claim 29, wherein the undesirable content is a virus, and the method 
of claim 29, further including the step of transmitting a message identifying the 
undesirable content to a provider, and the method of claim 29, further including the step 
of transmitting a bulletin message identifying the undesirable content to the subscriber 
and the method of claim 31 , further including the step of logging the undesirable content 
identifying message. 
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Castell teaches the method of claim 27, further comprising the step of using the 
identifier for detection of "signature" forms of Internet packets that indicate a presence 
of undesirable Content (para. [0058], "Auto-message generator 722 may generate an 
APB message when message detector 702 has matched a global filter rule to an 
unsolicited email message, for example."), and the method of claim 29, wherein the 
undesirable content is a virus (para.[0058], "This automatically generated message can 
have a generic message text indicating that the email message sent from a particular 
sender or having a particular subject line has been identified as an unsolicited message, 
or as having a potential virus attached to it."), and the method of claim 29, further 
including the step of transmitting a message identifying the undesirable content to a 
provider, and the method of claim 29, further including the step of transmitting a bulletin 
message identifying the undesirable content to the subscriber (para. [0058], "Generally, 
auto-message generator 724 executes the operations indicated at 602 to 606 of FIG. 9, 
except that the message body text and list of recipients are automatically generated 
instead of manually provided by an administrator."), and the method of claim 31, further 
including the step of logging the undesirable content identifying message. (para.[0039], 
"At step 420, a determination is made as to whether the message matches any of the 
conditions in the global filters corresponding to a filter rule with an associated pre- 
configured action. In the event that the message matches at least one condition, the 
corresponding pre-configured action for that particular condition is applied to the 
message at step 422, which can include marking the message so that it is not sent to a 
mobile device 100, such as a handheld data communications device.") 
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Therefore it would have been an obvious to one of an ordinary skill in art, having 
the teachings of Simmons and Castell in front of him at the time of invention was made, 
to provide and enhance Simmon's Bulletin server with Castell's a message detector and 
an all points bulletin (APB) generator such that once an unsolicited message is 
identified by message detector, an automatic APB message carl be generated by APB 
generator to notify and warn an intended recipient user, or all users, about the 
unsolicited message. Furthermore, global filter rules can be automatically created by 
the wireless congestion reduction system by updating its database with a "black-list" of 
known unsolicited messages or unsolicited message senders. 
Referring to claim 34, 

Simmons teaches the method of claim 28, wherein there is further manually 
accessed provider information Web site and the transmitting step includes enforcing a 
delivery of other subscriber-beneficial information that is currently displayed on the 
manually accessed provider information Web site. (col. 6, line 51-58, "As yet another 
example, the bulletin and the information may be displayed as part of separate images 
by displaying the bulletin and the requested information in separate windows within the 
same display or in different displays. In such implementations, activating a Hyper-Text 
link in the bulletin display (where the bulletin supports Hyper-Text link), could cause the 
information display to display more information about the bulletin. "). 
Referring to claim 39, 

Keeping in mind Simmons teachings as stated above, Simmons fails to teach the 
method of claim 16, further including the step of transmitting explanations to be issued, 
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in an enforced manner, to subscribers, after a service interruption, in such a manner as 
to alleviate customer dissatisfaction by illuminating and explaining the problem and the 
future efforts that are to be taken to eliminate such problems. 

Castell teaches in para. [0050], "A wireless server administrator may thereby 
send an APB to each mobile device registered on a wireless server 60 without the 
messages going through a messaging server 40, such as an Exchange Server. Unlike 
known system which use email distribution lists, where the APB is sent to each user's 
email address, systems according to aspects of the present invention send the 
messages directly to a mobile device using the device wireless network identification 
number (WNIN). In the event that an email virus attack cripples mail servers, APB 
messages can still be sent to all mobile device users informing them of the status of the 
email system, (transmitting explanations to be issued, in an enforced manner, to 
subscribers, after a service interruption) thus, there is less reliance on messaging 
servers, and mobile device user frustration is minimized during an email outage. 
Furthermore, for those users who are prone to accidentally activating the virus when 
they open it on their desktop messaging client, the wireless messaging APB messages 
may be sent to users' mobile devices to instruct the users to delete the unsolicited 
messages from their desktop."(in such a manner as to alleviate customer dissatisfaction 
by illuminating and explaining the problem and the future efforts that are to be taken to 
eliminate such problems.)) 

Therefore it would have been an obvious to one of an ordinary skill in art, having 
the teachings of Simmons and Castell in front of him at the time of invention was made, 
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to provide and enhance Simmon's Bulletin server with Castell's a message detector and 
an all points bulletin (APB) generator such that in the event that an email virus attack 
cripples mail servers, APB, messages can still be sent to all mobile device users 
informing them of the status of the email system. Thus, there is less reliance on 
messaging servers, and user frustration is minimized during an email outage as taught 
by Castell. 

11. Claims 35-37 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being Unpatentable over 
Simmons (US 5, 974, 451 ) in view of Gerace (US 5, 991 , 735). 
Referring to claim 35, 

Keeping in mind the teachings of Simmons as stated above for claim 16, 
although Simmons teaches transmission of bulletin messages to each subscriber, 
Simmons fails to teach the method of claim 16, further including the step of logging 
successful transmission of bulletin messages to each subscriber. 

Gerace teaches logging successful transmission of bulletin messages to each 

r 

subscriber at Fig. 3G and col. 7, line 16-48 ("The User Viewing History Object 37f stores 
information indicative of the screen views displayed to the user in a session." "Lastly, 
the User Viewing History Object 37f records date and time of screen opening and 
closing for each screen view. The foregoing is stored in an object table record 
illustrated in FIG. 3g.", and col. 2, line 43-49, "In accordance with another aspect of the 
present invention, there is a module (e.g., advertisement module) that records history of 
users viewing the advertisements. For each advertisement, the module records (i) 
number of times viewed by a user: (ii) number of times selected for further information 
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by a user, and/or (iii) number of purchases initiated from display of the advertisement to 
a user.") 

Therefore it would have been an obvious to one of an ordinary skill in art, having 
the teachings of Simmons and Gerace in front of him at the time of invention was 
made, to add program 31 of Gerace in the bulletin server of Simmons such that logging 
of successful transmission of bulletins is confirmed at the bulletin server through the 
user viewing history. 

This would have been also obvious because, as Gerace teaches, the tracking 
and profiling member also records demographics of each user. As a result, the data 
assembly is able to transmit advertisements for display (in case of Simmons , Bulletins) 
to users based on psychographic and demographic profiles of the user to provide 
targeted marketing. 
Referring to claim 36, 

Keeping in mind the teachings of Simmons as stated above for claim 16, 
although Simmons teaches interactive responses that have been requested within the 
policy, at col.. 10, line 12-20, (activation of Hyper-text link), Simmons fails to teach the 
method of claim 16, further including the step of logging interactive responses that have 
been requested within the policy, 

Gerace teaches logging interactive responses at Fig. 3G and col. 7, line 16-48 
("The User Viewing History Object 37f stores information indicative of the screen views 
displayed to the user in a session." "Lastly, the User Viewing History Object 37f records 
date and time of screen opening and closing for each screen view. The foregoing is 
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stored in an object table record illustrated in FIG. 3g.", and col. 2, line 43-49, "In 
accordance with another aspect of the present invention, there is a module (e.g., 
advertisement module) that records history of users viewing the advertisements. For 
each advertisement, the module records (i) number of times viewed by a user: (ii) 
number of times selected for further information by a user, and/or (iii) number of 
purchases initiated from display of the advertisement to a user.") 

Therefore it would have been an obvious to one of an ordinary skill in art, having 
the teachings of Simmons and Gerace in front of him at the time of invention was 
made, to add program 31 of Gerace in the bulletin server of Simmons such that logging 
of logging interactive responses of bulletins is confirmed and stored at the bulletin 
server through the user viewing history. 

This would have been also obvious because, as Gerace teaches, the tracking 
and profiling member also records demographics of each user. As a result, the data 
assembly is able to transmit advertisements for display (in case of Simmons , Bulletins) 
to users based on psychographic and demographic profiles of the user to provide 
targeted marketing. 
Referring to claim 37, 

Keeping in mind the teachings of Simmons as stated above for claim 16, 
although Simmons teaches detecting the number of simultaneously requested Web 
connections, based on the transmission of the bulletin messages (col. 5, line 31-34, 
"The bulletin server monitors information being relayed by the network access system to 
the external computer to determine the content, format, and destination of each piece of 
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information passing through the network access system. " "For example, the bulletin 
server may be configured to send bulletins with pieces of information destined for a first 
set of users and not send bulletins with pieces of information destined for a second set 
of users. In such a configuration, only those pieces of information destined for the first 
set of users would be determined as being accompanied by a bulletin."), Simmons fails 
to teach the method of claim 16, further including the step of logging the number of 
simultaneously requested Web connections, based on the transmission of the bulletin 
messages, 

Gerace teaches logging the number of simultaneously requested Web 
connections, based on the transmission of the bulletin messages, at Fig. 3G and col. 7, 
line 16-48 ("The User Viewing History Object 37f stores information indicative of the 
screen views displayed to the user in a session." "Lastly, the User Viewing History 
Object 37f records date and time of screen opening and closing for each screen view. 
The foregoing is stored in an object table record illustrated in FIG. 3g.", and col. 2, line 
43-49, "In accordance with another aspect of the present invention, there is a module 
(e.g., advertisement module) that records history of users viewing the advertisements. 
For each advertisement, the module records (i) number of times viewed by a user; (ii) 
number of times selected for further information by a user, and/or (iii) number of 
purchases initiated from display of the advertisement to a user.") 

Therefore it would have been an obvious to one of an ordinary skill in art, having 
the teachings of Simmons and Gerace in front of him at the time of invention was 
made, to add program 31 of Gerace in the bulletin server of Simmons such that logging 
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of the number of simultaneously requested Web connections, based on the 
transmission of the bulletin messages occurs for each user through the user viewing 
history. 

This would have been also obvious because, as Gerace teaches, the tracking 
and profiling member also records demographics of each user. As a result, the data 
assembly is able to transmit advertisements for display (in case of Simmons , Bulletins) 
to users based on psychographic and demographic profiles of the user to provide 
targeted marketing. 

12. Claim 38 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being Unpatentable over 
Simmons (US 5, 974, 451) in view of Gerace (US 5, 991, 735), as applied to claims 16 
and 37 above, and further in view of Smith, II et al. (hereinafter Smith)(US 
2002/0013994 A1). 
Referring to claim 38, 

Simmons teaches detecting the number of simultaneously requested Web 
connections, based on the transmission of the bulletin messages (col. 5, line 31-34, 
"The bulletin server monitors information being relayed by the network access system to 
the external computer to determine the content, format, and destination of each piece of 
information passing through the network access system. " "For example, the bulletin 
server may be configured to send bulletins with pieces of information destined for a first 
set of users and not send bulletins with pieces of information destined for a second set 
of users. In such a configuration, only those pieces of information destined for the first 
set of users would be determined as being accompanied by a bulletin."), Simmons fails 
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to teach the method of claim 16, further including the step of logging the number of 
simultaneously requested Web connections, based on the transmission of the bulletin 
messages, 

Gerace teaches logging the number of simultaneously requested Web 
connections, based on the transmission of the bulletin messages, at Fig. 3G and col. 7, 
line 16-48 ("The User Viewing History Object 37f stores information indicative of the 
screen views displayed to the user in a session." "Lastly, the User Viewing History 
Object 37f records date and time of screen opening and closing for each screen view. 
The foregoing is stored in an object table record illustrated in FIG. 3g.", and col. 2, line 
43-49, "In accordance with another aspect of the present invention, there is a module 
(e.g., advertisement module) that records history of users viewing the advertisements. 
For each advertisement, the module records (i) number of times viewed by a user; (ii) 
number of times selected for further information by a user, and/or (iii) number of 
purchases initiated from display of the advertisement to a user.") 

Therefore it would have been an obvious to one of an ordinary skill in art, having 
the teachings of Simmons and Gerace in front of him at the time of invention was 
made, to add program 31 of Gerace in the bulletin server of Simmons such that logging 
of the number of simultaneously requested Web connections, based on the 
transmission of the bulletin messages occurs for each user through the user viewing 
history. 

This would have been also obvious because, as Gerace teaches, the tracking 
and profiling member also records demographics of each user. As a result, the data 
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assembly is able to transmit advertisements for display (in case of Simmons , Bulletins) 
to users based on psychographic and demographic profiles of the user to provide 
targeted marketing. 

Keeping in mind the combined teachings of Simmons and Gerace a stated 
above, both of these reference fail to teach the method of claim 37, further including the 
step of flagging subscribers that are utilizing more than one simultaneous device per 
subscription. 

Smith teaches flagging subscribers that are utilizing more than one simultaneous 
device per subscription. (Para. [0022], "In one embodiment of the present invention, a 
user arranges with an information delivery service provider associated with the server 
101 to have information delivered to the user's portable device. As part of the 
arrangement, the user provides profile data that, inter alia, characterizes the user's 
preferred portable device and a preferred high capacity presentation apparatus such as 
the user's computer and its peripherals. This profile data is stored in server memory 
125.") 

Therefore it would have been an obvious to one of an ordinary skill in art, having 
the combined teachings of Simmons and Gerace and the teachings of Smith in front of 
him at the time of invention was made, to add the teachings of Smith as part of the 
combined user profile created by Simmons and Gerace such that depending upon 
information content and format, as stated by Simmons, the bulletin can be sent to the 
appropriate device as the user prefers. 



Application/Control Number: 10/023,674 Page 33 

Art Unit: 2154 

This would have been also obvious because, as Smith teaches further at para. 
[0022], "If it is assumed that a user has a wireless PDA and desires full information sent 
to a printer 115 coupled to the high capacity user computer equipment 1 13, a truncated 
information set will be generated for transmission to the PDA while the full information 
set is reserved to be sent to the printer. A specific example helps bring this service into 
focus . Assume the user has specified that information relating to stock market 
quotations for Corporation A be transmitted to the user's PDA when the PDA is 
operated as a portable and is logged-on to the service. The information delivery service 
server 101, via the network 103, obtains stock market information from the content 
provider 105. Included among the obtained stock market information are stock 
quotation headlines and summaries as well as detailed analyses and company profiles. 
(In an alternative embodiment, the information delivery service server itself extracts or 
truncates information obtained from a content provider). Since the user has specified 
that information be sent to the user's PDA, a Company A stock market quotation 
headline (or other information truncation) is formatted for the limited capacity PDA 
screen and transmitted by way of the network 103 to the ISP 1 17 for radio transmission 
to the wireless PDA 119." 

Conclusion 

Examiner's note: Examiner has cited particular columns and line numbers in the 
references as applied to the claims above for the convenience of the applicant. 
Although the specified citations are representative of the teachings of the art and are 
applied to the specific limitations within the individual claim, other passages and figures 
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may apply as well. It is respectfully requested from the applicant in preparing responses, 
to fully consider the references in entirety as potentially teaching all or part of the 
claimed invention, as well as the context of the passage as taught by the prior art or 
disclosed by the Examiner. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Ashok B. Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
3972. The examiner can normally be reached on 6:30 am-4:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Nathan A. Flynn can be reached on (571) 272-1915. The fax phone number 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
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